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«  @Musical Education
With school funding shortages leading to cuts across the board, music education programs may fall by the wayside.

However, because music learning yields so many benefits to students, these programs are far too valuable to lose.

Benefits to the Brain and General Learning Skills

in for-reaching bensfits to the brain that may include:

0 Improved reading skills O A better vocabulary

Stronger neural activation in native |unguc1ge

of preschool children studied showed increased verbal

intelligence after just 20 days of musical training '

Other verbal benefits observed:" © pxuancED

Increased ability to incorporate the sound patterns of a new language into F]NE
words — especially helpful for students for whom English is a second language
MOTOR SKILLS

Better and more focused listening skills, including the Better auditory memory
ability to pick out the most important auditory signals and attention
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One study found that students who had May enable students to
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This becomes especially helpful for students with learning
disorders, who may be more distracted by background noise

In 2007, elementary
school students in [r\ higher in 07 higher in math than students
top-quality music 22 [0 English 2 /0 in deficient music programs ’

programs scored
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CAN BE ESPECIALLY BENEFICIAL

classes in points 1ULOW-INCOME STUDENTS.

h]gh S[jh[][]l ] 0 2 hlg hEI‘ on The NEA found that compared to those with

e . low arts education, low-income students with
SCUI‘E[] ][hEll‘ SATS high amounts of arts education:

Music training may improve listening ability,
and allow children to more effﬂcﬁve|}r filter
out noise in a loud classroom ¢

Scored higher in writing and science E -."—! Were more likely fo participate in extracurricular activities
Were more likely to enroll in a moderately or highly selective 4-year college |}}] Had a higher GPA *

Were SX less likely to drop out of high school Were 3X more likely to earn a bachelor’s degree

» This points to arts and music education as n
. away to help close the achievement gap

Benefits to Life Skills and Personal Enrichment

Arts-engaged low-income students Aside from the scholastic benefits,
were more likely than those without musical training can benefit children
arts engagement to have: " in other important ways, such as:
9 Aftended and done well in college 9 Increased self-esteem

O Obtained employment with future growth e Better attentiveness and perseverance
o Participated in the political process by voting o More enjoyment and creativity

@ Volunteered in their communities O Better study habits

AND OF COURSE, MUSIC EDUCATION IS BENEFICIAL INTTS OWN RIGHT! MUSIC:

Can be a lifelong passion, leading to on-going
personal enrichment and satisfaction 15

ls a unique form of cultural and personal

expression, existing in every world culture '

Provides an outlet for creative Sensitizes students to the
thinking and expression 14 oesthetic beauty of the world 13

Is a unique form of intelligence, creating the capacity to think in musical
terms, hear and recognize patterns, and perhaps manipulate them 14

Music is a way that students can experience (as cellist and conductor
Pablo Casals said) the “incredible marvel” of being a human! ”

And it is Possiblel

CAlhouglh ails programming (s ofien on e chopping block aue lo budgel restiiclions, & doesnt
lave lp be — many organigolions are calling for ncreased ais inlegralion i sckools.

Music doesn’'t have fo break the | In 2010, the U.S. Conference In 2011, The President's
bank = NAMM found that the of Mayors (representing over Committee on the Arts and
annual cost for comprehensive Humanities released Reinvesting

K-12 music education is only in Arts Education, calling for the
i ] creation of “arts-rich” schools '*
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cities nationwide) urged
school districts to commit to

per St[ldent - arts education 17
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Music Makes a Difference in Students’ Lives

WHY MUSIC?

Because students deserve the

advantages, PROFESSIONAL MUSIC
. EDUCATORS ARE CRUCIAL T0

creativity, and THE MUSICAL OPPORTUNITIES

engagement AVAILABLE T0 STUDENTS

that music brings, and it can
help shape lives for the better.

The University of Florida's online Master of Music in Music Education
degree program provides active music teachers advanced
opportunities for creative and professional development.
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